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INTRODUCTION
The Waters Park community and S i t e s 41TV632 through 635 a r e l o c a t e d on t h e l e f t bank of Walnut Creek near i t s headwaters t r a v e r s e d by t h e Southern P a c i f i c Railroad, F M 1325, and t h e Waters Park Road. The s i t e s p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e o l d Waters Park community l y i n g i n t h e proposed right-of-way of t h e n o r t h extension of Loop 1 (MoPac Boulevard) a r e those c i t e d above. The sites were i d e n t i f i e d i n 1974 during an independent survey. A l a r g e number of o t h e r s i t e s a r e found i n o r adjacent t o t h e right-of-way. Among t h e s e a r e S i t e 41TV39, t h e Rogers Spring S i t e previously excavated by The University of Texas; S i t e 41TV291, t h e James P. Wallace S i t e t o be excavated by t h e S t a t e Department of Highways and P u b l i c Transportation (SDHPT); and s e v e r a l sites near t h e right-of-way. It was determined a t t h a t t i m e t h a t t h e r e were important sites a t t h e l o c a l i t y . Further v i s i t s i n 1984 r e i nforced t h e a u t h o r ' s opinion, and t e s t i n g through use of a metal d e t e c t o r was proposed.
.
A g r i d was l a i d o u t on t h e s i t e promptly and a c c u r a t e l y by t h e crew of t h e SDHPT D i s t r i c t 14 headquarters. The author secured permission t o t e s t
t h e s i t e from t h e property owner, Jay W. Barnes, Jr. Edward Sutherland,
of D i s t r i c t 14 coordinated t h e D i s t r i c t a c t i v i t i e s . A t t h e Highway Design
Division Environmental and Community Factors Section, James W. Barr and Frank A. Weir coordinated with t h e D i s t r i c t . Tom Gorman aided i n t e s t i n g t h e metal d e t e c t o r . Milton B e l l , J e r r y Henderson, Ann Irwin, and Marilyn R o t t e r of t h e SDHPT Archaeology subsection provided production, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , and s e c r e t a r i a l support.
SITE DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENT
The sites a r e s i t u a t e d on t h e l e f t bank of Walnut Creek n e a r i t s head (Fig. 1 ) Evidence of c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s a t t h e t i m e of s i t e occupation and subsequently s e r v e t o d e f i n e t h e boundary of t h e s i t e s h e r e i n reported.
The n o r t h boundary i s marked by a fence l i n e marking t h e north boundary of t h e James B. Rogers 2 / 3 league land g r a n t . The e a s t boundary is formed i n p a r t by remnants of a former orchard fence and t h e house s i t e o f Jay M. Barnes, Jr. The south boundary i s formed by Walnut Creek and t h e west boundary i s marked by t h e c u r r e n t right-of-way fence of F M 1325 (Fig. 2) .
Bedrock on t h e s i t e s i s exposed a t s e v e r a l p o i n t s , and cretaceous limes t o n e comprises t h e bedrock i n a l l a r e a s exposed. S o i l s overlying t h e bedrock a r e a l l u v i a l -c o l l u v i a l . The deposit generally i n c r e a s e s i n depth toward t h e southwestern corner of t h e s i t e a r e a described above. The deposit c o n s i s t s of a sandy loam mixed with a very dark brown clay. The
deposit contains more c l a y t o t h e n o r t h e a s t and more loam t o t h e south and southwest. The d e p o s i t o r i g i n appears t o be somewhat complex including
s l o p e wash, in-place development, and overbank flooding of t h e creek.
Vegetation on t h e s i t e c o n s i s t s of l a r g e l i v e oaks, plums, c h i n a b e r r i e s ,
hackberries, f i g s , smaller shrubs, and a v a r i e t y of s h o r t and medium g r a s s e s and f o r b s normally kept low by mowing. North of t h e s i t e a r e a h e r e i n described i s a l a r g e paved parking l o t while t o t h e e a s t is medium and t a l l g r a s s pasture. To t h e south is a brushy a r e a of small and medium s i z e oaks and o t h e r t r e e s , s h o r t and t a l l g r a s s e s , and forbs. The a r e a west of t h e s i t e i s developed and paved over.
C u l t u r a l f e a t u r e s v i s i b l e on t h e s i t e include an o l d road, o l d fence l i n e s ,
an e a r l y 1950s house which has been burned, a hand-dug limestone-lined w e l l , concrete s l a b s , a r t i f a c t s c a t t e r s , and a l a t e 1960s house belonging t o Jay Barnes (Fig. 2) . Other f e a t u r e s include u t i l i t y poles, a paved driveway, flower beds, and modern fences. showing r e s u l t s of metal detector t e s t i n g . adjacent t o t h e 1950 house, and hardware and f u r n i t u r e fragments destroyed i n t h e burning of t h e house a r e present adjacent t o t h e s t r u c t u r e .
A r t i f a c t u a l evidence of occupation i s v i s i b l e on t h e property i n two major l o c a l i t i e s , one southeast of t h e 1950s house and one a t t h e base of a b l u f f overlooking t h e creek on t h e south end of t h e area. These a r t i f a c t s include p l a i n and l a t e t r a n s f e r p r i n t hardpaste earthenware, manganese bleached g l a s s sherds, s h e e t i r o n , and t i n cans. L a t e r a r t i f a c t s a r e found adjacent t o t h e 1950s house. The period a r t i f a c t s a r e appropriate f o r t h e major period of occupation a t Waters Park.
PREVIOUS RESEARCH AND RESEARCH DESIGN
Through archival and informant investigation, it was determined that the site area contained the residence of Silas B. Summers, a railroad section house, another structure which served either as a tavern or post office or both, and a portion of the community dump. The Summers house was built shortly after 1872 while the otherstructures were built and occupied from about 1881 to 1920.
A variety of Anglo farmsteads have been excavated near this project area off Parmer Lane. In other areas taverns or inns have been investigated but no railroad-related buildings have been investigated in the area.
, A contemporary dump was excavated by this agency in San Antonio. The complex is unique, however, in that all structures relate to a resort community. The research at other nearby sites can provide a source of comparative data.
The purpose of a test at an archaeological site focuses on the questions of whether there are undisturbed deposits, buried features, and artifacts which would provide sufficient data to determine if the site is eligible for inclusion within the National Register of Historic Places. To be eligible under purely archaeological criteria, the site must have the potential to yield important archaeological information. To determine eligibility, two research endeavors were pursued. The first was the collection of archival data tracing ownership of the land and some information on the occupants of the site. The second was to locate possible artifacts (metallic) concentrations in order to determine possible structures and to better define the site limits.
Since the dates of occupation were known through archival records and early aerial photos, since several cultural features were visible on the surface, and since the site is undisturbed, many of the reasons for testing were already taken care of. That really left only the question of where concentrations of artifacts might be.
